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(. .. indicates inaudibility)

..... The convers:ations were interrupted for six weeks to two months. They
were then l‘e§llme(1, with the same objective in mind. Despite the Japanese move
.mt(.n In.do-(,‘hm;x, they continued until about two weeks ago, when we received
indications frm.u various sources—Europe aud Asia—that the German govern-
ment was pressing Japau for action under the tripartite pact. In other words. an
e:ffort to dl}'el't the A_meric:m mind, and the British mind, from the European
helfl. and (ll}'ert American supplies from the European theatre to the defense of
thf-? .E:lst Asia theatre. About two weeks ago we began to realize that the prob-
ability 'of. Japan being in earnest was so slim that it was time to make a final
and definite effort to pin them down on the one subject that they had never ever
been pinned down ou, and that was that they were to agree to cease their acts of
aggression, and that they would try to bring the China war to a close.

The result was that the Secretary of State sent a message on that point, to find
out whether Japan would be willing to discuss or consider that point of non-
aggression. That was the 26th of November. From that tinte on we were getting
more and more definite informition that Japan was headed for war, and that
the reply to the Secretary of State would be in the negative.

About a week ago, in adding up some of the information . . . . . in addition to
that, moving 100,000 men in Southern Indo-China, the importance of that lies in
the fact that geographically Indo-China was at a hub, from which any attack can
be made in a number of directions. It is only a very short distance from there
to the Philippines in the east. It is a relatively short distance from (2]
there down to the Dutch East Indies, which is the most industrial part—southwest
there is Singapore—fortified. To the west there is the Malay peninsula, parts
of Thailand, and parts of the Malay Straits, and slightly to the northwest is
the whole of Thailand—S8Siam, an indepeundent kingdom, practically surronnded
on two sides by England and France. Only a short distance from there, of course,
lies Burma, aud the entry—the bottleneck to the Burmia Road, a short distance
from Siam. We are getting a very large proportion of our supplies—iubber, tin,
ete.—from that whole area of southwestern Pacific, and we are getting out over
the Burma Road—two-way road—we are getting a large amount of very important
material, such as tungsten and some oil—for the manufacture of pzint.

In addition to that, of course, is the fact that if the Japanese did move to the
south, to the Dutch East Indies, from Indo-China, the Philippines would be
virtually surrounded. They would have the Japanese on both sides—Indo-
(‘hina—the Mandated Islands to the west, this side of the Philippines, and the
Duteh Indies, and the Japanese possessions in the South. They would be com-
pletely encircled by a military power.

And so the thing went along until we believed that under the pressure from
Berlin the Japanese were about to do something . . ... And so yesterday
I sent a final message to the Emperor . . . . . The Japanese, we learned, were
to bring the Secretary of State todav a reply to his note of November 26.  Actually,
in point of fact (?), they telephoned to the State Department, after Hawaii had
been attacked, for an appointment. They came to the State Department—
1541 they were given an appointment within three-quarters of an bour, and
they actually arrived at the State Department one hour after the terrific homb-
ing attack on the Island of Oahu.

Which of course was an act which is almost without parallel in relationships
hetween nations, equaled only by the Japanese episode of 1904, when two squad-
rons—cruisers—Ilying in the Harbor of Korea (?) and without any warning—I
think on a Sunday morning, by the way—Japanese cruisers sank all of them.
There are other parallels, of course, such as the descent on Denmark and Norway
in this war, without any warning whatsoever. In fact right in the face of their
treaties of non-aggression.

. . . Sending that message to Congress, which is—after you have read and
studied it—one of the most . . . fulsehoods that I have had . . .

And finally while we were on the alert—at eight o'clock—half-past seven—
about a quarter past—half-past one, a great fleet of Jananese bombers bomhed
our ships in Pearl Harbor, and bombed all of our airfields. Shortly thereafter
this was followed—about eleven o'clock, three hours later—by a third attack,
which was not as violent, but most of the damage had already been done. The
casualties, T am sorry to say, were extremely heavy. I cannot say anything
definitely in regard ro the number of ships that have been sunk. It looks as if
out of eight battleships, three have heen sunk, and possibly a fourth. Two de-
stroyers were blown up while they were in drydock. Two of the battleships are
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badly damaged. Several other smaller vessels have been sunk or destroyed.
The drydock itself has been damaged. Other portions (4 of the fleet
are at sea, moving towards what is helieved to be two plane carriers, with
adequate naval escort.

In addition to that, this afternoon, in Guam—Guam was being bombed by two
squadrons of Japanese planes, and we know—and it is entirely possible that at
this moment Guam—which was not defended except by a few Marines, without
much in the way of guns—in all probability has fallen to the Japanese.

Wake Island was also attacked, and we Lave no further word at the present
time.

We believe that Manila was attacked, but that has not proved true, and it is
possible that other ports of the Philippines—some ports in Mindanao—have been
attacked. Those are merely reports.

Three or four, probably, of the landing fields were very heavily bombed,
and a very large number of aircraft were destroyed in the hangars, or on the
fields.

I have no word on the Navy casualties, which will undoubtedly be very heavy,
and the best information is that there have been more than one hundred Army
casualties and more than 300 men killed and injured.

I do not know what is happening at the present time, whether a night attack
is on or not. Tt isn't quite dark yet in Hawaii. I suppose it's four o’clock in
the afternoon, and it will probably be dark in a couple of hours.

There might be . . . nothing definite on it . . . if the Japanese force turns
ouf to be a good deal larger than we expected.
The fact remains that we have lost the majority of the battle [5] ships

there. Of course, in the long run, probably most of them can be salvaged, or
repaired, to take their place in the line of battle again. That, however, is a long
process, and will last very many months, depending on the damage.

I think probably—Oh yes—one more thing—Out in Shanghai the one small
gunhoat we have there has heen taken over by the Japanese. and a British gun-
hoat has been blown up. We still have two hundred Marines there . . . and
we are not certain yet whether they have heen gotten out or not. Probablv not.

The Japanese at the same time . . . which were set for one o'ctoek Wash-
ington time—the Japanese made an attack on the Malay peninsula. That
is definite. And the British fleet now in Singapore is now conducting war opera-
tions against the Japanese ships in the Gulf of Siam, and on the eastern side of
the Malay peninsula, at the north end—top north end of the Malay Straits, just
short of the—we will have to look up the map—just short of the Siamese—
Thailand part of that peninsula, short of what they call the (?) Isthmus.

The Duteh government has declared that a state of war exists between the
Netherlands Indies and the Japanese.

The British cabinet is in session. I have heard nothing from them on that—
just the fact. And at nine o'clock tomorrow morning. their time, a special
session of the Parliament is being ealled.

The Japamese have attacked the Malay Straits.

Now T think that is all there is in the way of information, but it has been
suggested that the Army and Navy losses, and the [6] . rather definite
statements that I have made about these ships, eould not be spoken of outside,
hecause we must remember that detailed military information, suech as the
damage to ships, or even the loss of personnel—that information is of value to
an enemy. I think that is a matter of discretion, which all of you will accept.

Q. Didn't we do anything to get—nothing abont casualties on their side?

The PrrsinpenTt. It's a little difficult. We think we got sonie of their submarines,
hut we don't know. '

Q. Well, planes—aireraft?

The Presment. We did get, we think, a1 number of their Japanese planes.
We know some Japanese planes were shot down, but there again—I1 have seen so
much of this in the other war. One fellow says he has got fifteen of their planes,
and youn pick up the telephone and somebody else says five. So I don’t know
what the report on that is, except that somewhere Japanese planes have heen
knocked dowin on the Island. T should say that by far the greater loss has been
sustained hy us, although we have aecounted for some of the Japanese.

Q. There is a story coming over the radio that we got one of their airplane
carriers.

The PresbENT. T don’t know. Don’'t believe it. It was reported about eight
o'clock. I didn't believe it. A Japanese carrier has been discovered off the
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Panama Canal and sunk by our forces. I wish it weré trne. But about the
same time, the commanding officer [71] in the Canal Zone said they were
on the alert, but very quiet. z

So that is literally everything I have got here. I think I have even covered
the rumors as well.

Of course, it is u terrible disappointment to be President in time of war,
and the circumstances . . . came most unexpectedly. Well, we were attacked.
There is no question about that.

I thought that tomorrow, if it was agreeable to Senator Norris (?) he would
be good enough to ask me to deliver a short message. I can’t tell you what is in
it at this time, because of . .. I will probably have .. . It has been re-
ported but not verified that Japan has done one of two things. She has sent out
word that her army and navy are in a state of hostilities with the Unied States;
and the other reports state that they have declared war on the United States.

I frankly—I haven't any specific information whether hoth of those are true
or not. Of course, the fact is that the—it might be called the principal defense
of the whole west coast of this country and the whole west coast of the Americas
has been very seriously damaged today. That is why I thought I would ask you—
after all, there are two sides—I would ask you if it was all right if you would
let me come hefore you tomorrow—1I think the regular Senate session tomorrow.

Q. Yes.

The PRESIDENT. The House——

Q. Twelve o’clock.

Q. May I make ome suggestion, Mr. President, and that is that you come as
early after twelve as possible, at your convenience. Are [8] you going
to suggest what the resolution will be hefore we leave?

The PRESIDENT. I don't know yet.

Q. A resolution inviting you to come?

The PRESIDENT. A resolution asking me to come.

Q. You don’t want to continue any further than that tonight?

The PREsIDENT. No. I think what’s happened in the last nine hours. I don’t
know what’s going to happen by twelve o’clock tomorrow.

Q. My suggestion was made for this reason—after the prayer and the reading
of the Journal, we stopped the long speeches, but it is the habit now to ask
unanimous consent (?) I would like to introduce this resolution as soon as the
Journal is read. Then you could come in at an early enough hour.

The PrESIDENT. Half-past twelve?

Q. Yes, I think——

The PReSIDENT. In the Senate?

Q. Five minutes to get there. We have to get that resolution——

The PReSIDENT. The concurrent resolution?

Q Yes.

The PresIpENT. Well, if that's all right with you, I will I will come any time—
roughly half-past twelve is all right with me. Is that all right?

Q. Yes, yes. Sam and I discussed that.

The PreSIDENT. Well, it is an awfully serious situation. There is a rumor
that two of the planes—Japanese planes have a rising sun painted on them—but
two of the planes were seen with swastikas on them. Now whether that is true
or not, I don’t know. It was a rumor, and therefore news until something a
little more definite [9] comes in. But that is a rumor.

Q. I can’t help wondering what can we do to do anything

The PresiDENT. The only specific thing to do . . . our ships—we don’t know
what ships—are out trying to get the Japs at this moment. . . . They can’t send
for fear of disclosing their posmon

Q. There are two airplane carriers of the Japanese navy over there

The PreSIDENT. Probably—in other words, if you take the timing out, those
planes—ecarriers and their attending cruisers, and probably battleships—I don’t
know—iut sundown last night, at about dark, were roughly twelve hours of
darkness—standing in the dark, away from where they launched their
planes. Now, let us assume that they launched those planes at a distance of a
hundred miles at daylight. That means that they had twelve hours to get to
that point in the dark, and running at perhaps 25 knots, that would be three
hundred miles further away. In other words, at dark, last night, they might
very well have been four hundred to five hundred miles away from the Island,
and therefore out of what might be called a good patrol distance. Patrol out of
a given point—300 miles under normal conditions, but 500 miles is a long way
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for reconnaissance patrol. The planes run all through the night. At dawn they
were one hundred miles away from their Island—they launched their planes—
they steamed this way and that way, or reversed their course. The planes
dropped their bombs and went back.

Q. Well, they were supposed to be on the alert, and if they had been on the
alert. . . . I am amazed at the attack by Japan, but I am still more astounded
at what happened to our Navy. They were all asleep. Where were our pitrols?
They kuew these negotiations were [10] going on.

The PRreESIDENT. .. . Here is a dispatch from General MacArthur in
the Philippines. All possible action being taken here to speed defense. Pursuit
planes are now reporting that by a counter-attack about fifteen enemy planes north
of the Far (?) in Central (?) ... which means that those Japs are over the
Island of Oahu «(?). Report has heen received that bombing attack .. . far
end of the Island of Mindanao . . . In all probability .. . attack may come
from the Japanese Mandated Islands, which lie to the west of the Philip-
pines The only damage caused, said the report, is a hangar of a civilian airport.
A report has just been received of a bombing attack on Camp John Hayes at
Baguio.

That message was sent twenty minutes ago, and it is just about dawn in the
Philippines at this moment—tomorrow of Monday.

Two hundred Marines are in Northern China (?). They have been asked
by the Japanese army to disarm, to turn in all arms and ammunition, to
assemble . . . The reply accepts the demands as of two o'clock today. That
takes care of that. You have got the rest of it.

Q. That means two hundred of our Marines are now prisoners of the Japanese?

The PresSIDENT. Yes.

Well, any of you good people got any questions?

Q. I didn’t hear you say anything about sinkings between Hawaii and Oahu.

The PresIDENT. Those are two reports. One was an armed transport supposed
to be carrying a load of lumber. Is‘that right Harry?

[11] Mr. HarRry (HoPRINS)? Yes, sir.

The PreSIDENT. And the other one is—that was 1,500 miles off San Francisco—
the other report which might release the same—that an American merchant ship
had been sunk 700 miles. But they are just flabby (??)

Q. If that report is true, it is pretty close to California, is that right. Harry?

Q. Mr. President, you said you don’t know what you are going to say tomorrow,
Are you geing to detail to Congress all the facts you have at that time, assuming
they don’t get any better you might . . . so far as the Japanese——

The PRESIDENT. Active hostilities, yes.

Q. Yes, that is what I mean.

The PresIDENT. Well, let me get a little more time on it.

Q. Yes.

The PresipeENT. In other words, at my Press Conference, they start off with
the question “If”. It’s a little bit of “if"—what I will say tomorrow at half-past
twelve,

€ Hmo you any report of a mass meeting in Tokvo to be held at 7.30, in
which Togo and Tojo and some other cflicials were to make speeches?

The PrRESID®NT. I heard that the Prime Minister is going to make a statement,
or a declaration, or speech, in Parliament at two o'clock tomorrow afternoon.

Q. The radio inferred about eleven o’clock.

Q. That would be ahout 7.30 our time. That's another rumor. It isn’t con-
firmed.

[12] Q. . . . make a formal declaration of war? They are so tangled
up in the Axis that a «declaration of war by Germany on us . . .

The PresmENT. We have reason to believe that the Germans have told the
Japanese that if Japan declarves war they will too. In other words, a declaration
of war by Japan automatically brings . . .

Q. You haven’t made any declaration yet?

The PreEsIDENT. It is awfully diflicult to know.

Q. Well. Mr. President, this nation has got a job ahead of it, and what we have
got to do is roll up our sleeves and win this war.

The PresibENT. Doc (2} 1 am glad you said that becanse there are a lot of
people all over the country who have been saying for the past tew weeks—saying,
well let’'s go in and clean up—blank—blank—blank. But of course that popular
feelmg—"on can’t do it—just wade in and clean them up.

Back in 1922-1923, T wrote an article for the Asiatic Magazine, and I pointed
out at that time that from what I had seen of the Navy Department, war between
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the United States and Japan would be won by us; but that it would be won
primarily by the starvation and exhaustion of Japan—starvation or exhaustion.
And always remember that they have no naval bases—they have nothing. And
the old axiom used to be that a fleet loses five percent of its efficiency for every
thousand miles it gets away from base. Taat is a rule of thumb. We saw our
flect at Hawaii, three thousand miles away to Japan itself . . . If anything
happens to the ship, there is one thing in particular. If yon are in home waters
yvou ecan get it back to drydock or Navy Yard, but if you are in enemy waters
[13] *+ you have an awfully tough time getting back home. And therefore a
fleet attack over in Japanese waters is almost an impossibility. And they are
going to go through. We will have to, to prolong our national existence, but it
makes this treacherous attack impossible in the future. We may have some very
heavy losses. And the Japanese know perfectly well that the answer to her
attack is proper strargulation of Japan—strangulation altogether.

Q. How big is the Russian Army now?

The PrestpENT . . The greater part of it is there. From our best informa-
tion there will be no offensive on land from now on until the end of April.

Q. Not much danger in Siberia . . .?

Q. Try to play this down, Mr. President, but I presume that we think of this
problem—we probably have varied interpretations to place on the situation, so
that we will probably have a declaration against Japan. Whether it goes any
further will depend on conditions from now to then.

The PreSIipENT. I think we ought not to say anything about it—what action
will be asked for, or what action will be taken by the Congress tonight.

Q. About all you can tell them is about the Message?

The PreSIDENT. But lots of things may happen.

Q. I was trying to get it from our points of view.

The PresidENT. The fact is that a shooting war is going on today in the Pacific.
We are in it.

Q. By twelve o’clock tomorrow you will know whether Japan's formality has
taken a declaration of war on us, or a state of war [14] exists.

Q. ... Japan had stated that a state of war existed between us, or that
war existed. That does not necessary mean a declaration of war. That comes
from some authority that has power to declare war.

The PRESIDENT. Bill, this is the only thing that we have—from Shanghai.
Who is Stanton? Is he our Consul there?

Q. Consul of China.

The PRres pENT. Captain Smith of the U. S. S.? received a telephone call at
4.15 this morning. Japanese naval officers stated over the telephone that a state
of war exists between my country and yours. I am taking control over the
U. S. 8.? . That’s the nearest official thing I have got, and that's a telephone
message. I think we had better not say anything about it. Remember that ot
there it is nearly just about dawn. They are doing things, and saying things
during the daytime out there, while we are all in bed.

Q. We are in bed too much.

Q. Well, if that’s~—well, that’s all we can say.

The PresipENT. What?

Q. That is all we can say.

The PresiDENT. Yes.
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